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Scripture Profession of Faith Christian Moral
Development

Prayer and
Sacramental Life

Family Life Research and
Inquiry Skills

Recognize the
gospels as
testimonies of
faith in Jesus
and an
invitation to
grow toward
wholeness by
living as his
faithful disciples

Demonstrate a
profound
respect for the
dignity of and
mystery of the
human person,
as both blessed
and broken,
created, loved
and redeemed
by God

Recognize that
knowing the life
and teachings of
Jesus is
important for
moral
decision-making
Demonstrate an
understanding
of the
importance of
social justice by
applying the
teachings of
Jesus to their
own culture

Recognize the
spiritual and
sacramental
dimension
implicit in
human
experience and
the created
world

Recognize and
explore the
meaning of
integrity and
belonging in
human life

Explore topics
that make
connections
between Church
and culture, and
formulate
questions to
guide research
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Scope and Sequence of Strands and Course
(NOTE: Some topics are found in various strands)

Unit / Big Idea

Time

TOPIC ASSESSMENT

Unit 1:

The Philosophical
Foundations

4  apprx. Weeks

1. What is Philosophy? (Velasquez 1.1)

2. Plato’s Allegory of the Cave (exploring the elements and

meaning; connections to passages in scripture)

3. Overview of main Branches of Philosophy: Human

Nature, Metaphysics, Epistemology, and Ethics

(Velasquez 1.2)

4. The Dialogues of Plato – the Socratic Method (Velasquez

1.3)

5. The Apology: Socrates’ Trial

6. Why does Human Nature Matter? (Velasquez 2.1)

o The egoist views of Freud, Schlick and Hobbes
o The challenge for the Christian Philosopher to

heed Jesus’ command to “love one another as I
have loved you” and to be “salt and light”

o Our view of human nature influences our
relationships with others and God.

o Genesis and the Beatitudes as foundation for the
Catholic Philosopher

o The rationalist and traditional Judeo-Christian
View

o Darwinist, Feminist and Existentialist views are
presented

7. Dualism (Velasquez 2.3)
8. Materialist, Behaviourist, Functionalist, and Computer

Views (Velasquez 2.3)
9. How the mind and body relate (Velasquez 2.3)

The soul as the enduring self (Velasquez 2.4)

Unit Test (40 Marks)
Unit Assignment (40 Marks)
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Unit / Big Idea

Time

TOPIC ASSESSMENT

Unit 2:

Metaphysics

4 apprx. Week

1. Does God Exist? (Velasquez Ch. 4.2)

2. Atheism, Agnosticism, and the Problem of Evil (Velasquez

Ch. 4.3)

3. Traditional Religious Belief and Experience (Velasquez Ch.

4.4)

4. Non-traditional Religious Experience (Velasquez Ch. 4.5)

5. What is Human Nature? (Velasquez Ch. 2.2)

6. The Mind-Body Problem (Velasquez Ch. 2.3)

7. What is Real? (Velasquez Ch. 3.1)

8. Reality: Material or Immaterial? (Velasquez Ch. 3.2)

9. Is Freedom Real? (Velasquez Ch. 3.7)

10. Is Time Real? (Velasquez Ch. 3.8)

11. Catholic Metaphysics: Leibniz, Catholic Scripture and

Church Teachings (Metaphysics Appendix 2.1, and 2.2)

Unit Test (40 Marks)
Unit Assignment (40 Marks)

Unit / Big Idea

Time

TOPIC ASSESSMENT

Unit 3:

Epistemology

3  apprx. Weeks

1. Introduction to Epistemology (Velasquez Ch. 5.1)

2. Skepticism (Velasquez Ch. 5.7)

3. Rationalism: Plato, Leibniz, Descartes (Velasquez Ch. 5.2)

4. Empiricism: Aristotle, Locke, Berkeley, Hume (Velasquez

Ch. 3)

5. Transcendental Idealism: Kant (Velasquez 5.4)

6. Catholic Epistemology: Pascal, Maritain, Catholic

Scripture, and Church Teachings (Epistemology Appendix

3.1, 3.2, and 3.3)

Unit Test (40 Marks)
Unit Assignment (40 Marks)
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Unit / Big Idea

Time

TOPIC ASSESSMENT

Unit 4:

Ethics and Social
Justice

4 apprx. Weeks

1. Justice

● Types

● Jesus and Justice

● Modern Day Prophets

2. Catholic Social Teaching

● History

● Major Themes

● Moral issues in modern culture

● Plan of action

● Catholic Graduate Expectations

3. Living the Good Life

● Cardinal & Theological

● 7 Deadly Sins

● Reconciliation/

Penance/

Forgiveness

● Grace

● Social Sin

● Types of Sin

● 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit

4. Laws, Norms, Kinds of Law

5. Common Good

Unit Test (40 Marks)
Unit Assignment (40 Marks)

STRAND

Time

TOPIC ASSESSMENT

Research &

Inquiry Skills

2 apprx.Week

* Integrated throughout the course

** Cumulative Project Task TBA
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